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Adding a modern glass extension has boosted both light 
levels and the openness of this Victorian home 

r his Victorian house 
in Putney, south-west 
London, felt narrow and 

darker than its owners wanted, 
so they worked with McGovern 
Design & Build and IQ Glass 
to create an extension to the 
property that brings in lots of 
light and makes the interior 
feel much more open than the 
original layout of the house. 

The owners appreciate 
contemporary style, so the 
extension was designed with a 
minimal sliding glass door and 
frameless structural glass walls, 
which maximise the levels of 
natural light in the extension, 
and have the modern aesthetic 
the homeowners required. The 
building has steel supports in 
each corner to bear the weight 
of the roof, covered with 
external aluminium pressings 

to create a neat and uniform 
internal and external appearance. 
The pressings have insulation 
behind them to stop cold 
bridging through the non
thermally broken steel beams. 

Internally, the owners chose 
to knock down some of the 
walls between the living rooms 
at the back so they could create 
the open-plan living-kitchen
dining room arrangement they 
preferred to the Victorian room 
divisions. On the outside, they 
opted to have the glass of the 
modern extension abut straight 
to the original brick at the 
rear, showcasing the contrast 
between the Victorian home 
and its extension and making 
a contemporary statement. 

'In general, Victorian homes 
are narrow, so extending and 
opening up the rear of the 

Above A modern 
glass extension 
makes a statement 
on a period home 

Right The new 
structure with an 
open-plan design 
has transformed the 
Victorian property. 
Sliding glass doors 
open the rear of the 
house to the garden 

house makes these areas seem 
more spacious; says IQ Glass 
marketing manager Rebecca 
Clayton. 'In more congested 
areas, the smallest extension 
will increase the value of the 

Property update 

home if it is properly executed 
and designed.' Including 
glazing, external aluminium 
pressings, design and 
installation, the extension 
cost £49,200 in total. ... 
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